
As a rule, growth is maximized and wound closure is fastest
if pruning takes place before the spring growth flush. Heavy
pruning just after the spring growth flush should be avoided
as trees have just expended a great deal of energy to produce
foliage and early shoot growth and pruning can stress the tree.

Pruning cycles will depend on quality of nursery stock,
growth rate, climate and species and should be shorter in
warmer climates. Longer pruning cycles can lead to larger cuts
having to be made to correct structural issues. A suggested
program would be to prune at planting, year two or three, year
five or six, year ten and year fifteen.

Because each cut has the potential to change the growth
of the tree, no branch should be removed without a reason.
Pruning cuts should be made just outside the branch collar.
The branch collar contains trunk or parent branch tissue and
should not be damaged or removed.

Begin by determining pruning cycle and dose to develop
a permanent canopy. Prioritize trees with structural issues and
then temporary vs. permanent branch management.
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Pruning techniques include the following:

1. Cleaning is the removal of dead, dying, diseased, crowded,
weakly attached, low-vigor branches from the crown of a tree.

2. Thinning is the selective removal of branches to increase
light penetration and air movement through the crown.
Thinning opens the foliage of a tree, reduces weight on heavy
limbs, and helps retain the tree’s natural shape.

3. Raising removes the lower branches from a tree in order to
provide clearance for buildings, vehicles, pedestrians, and vistas.

4. Reduction reduces the size of a tree often for clearance for
utility lines. Reducing the height or spread of a tree is best
accomplished by pruning back the leaders and branch terminals
to lateral branches that are large enough to assume the terminal
roles (at least one-third the diameter of the cut stem).

If a large limb is to be removed, its weight should first be
reduced. This is done by making an undercut about 12 to 18
inches from the limb’s point of attachment. Make a second cut
from the top, directly above or a few inches farther out on the
limb. Doing so removes the limb, leaving the 12- to 18-inch
stub. Remove the stub by cutting back to the branch collar.
This technique reduces the possibility of tearing the bark.

There are many details to consider when pruning in
addition to how the tree looks and fits within it’s environment.
The short term as well as long term health of the tree should
always be considered with each cut.
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